
Portland 6

Blacknor Battery (West Wear)

Commenced
Completed
Cost £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

19/07/1900
26/02/1902
6,296
SY 679716
Lyme Bay, Portland

Coast Defence Battery
None
2
22
Privately owned (in two halves)

Used for experimental purposes

Sold 1956
reasonable
None without permission

The Coastal defences of Portland and Weymouth -
Andrews and Pincent FSG Journal Fort 1981
Military Dorset Today - Pomeroy

1901 2 x 6-inch BL?
1909 2 x 9.2-inch BL Mk X on Barbette V

1 x MG
1912 2 x 9.2-inch BL
1914-1918 Movable armament

2 x 15pdr B.L. 1 x 5-inch B.L.
3 x Bren guns

WWII 2 x Lewis AA 2 x Bren AA
1949 1 x 40mm Bofors added

1954 B.L. guns removed

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

None

None

None

None

Situated on a high cliff on the western side of Portland, the purpose of the battery was to cover the water west
of Portland at Lyme Bay and the western approaches to Portland. Sometimes referred to as ‘West Wears
Battery’ the height of the battery made it impossible to cover the inshore area as the guns could not be
depressed sufficiently. It was however able to provide enfilading fire along the length of Chesil beach in the
event of an amphibious assault.
Constructed by Jesty & Baker in 1900-1902 two 9.2-inch MkX B.L.guns were installed in the battery by 1909.
The battery observation post was built above the magazines between the two guns equipped with a Depression
Range Finder and Position Finder. A caretakers quarter was constructed to the rear of the gun emplacements.
together with a shelter for twenty one men, ablutions and a cookhouse, mounded with earth for protection.
Ramps lead from the magazines to the gun emplacements. A 1919 armament list show the battery as having 2
x 15pr B.L.C. guns and 1 x 5-inch howitzer as movable armament. In the 1930s experiments with AA rockets,
catapults and gliders, and coloured searchlights and were carried out at the battery.
During the Second World War breezeblock blast walls were added and light AA Bren guns were fitted for
point defence, one each side of the main gun emplacements. The BOP was moved to the cliff edge on the
south side of the fort with a PF and DRF Mk II. Two Lewis guns were installed in emplacements either side
of the battery on the cliff edge. These were withdrawn in 1942. Both emplacements remain. It is said that the
battery engaged E-boats in 1944 and a Lewis gun claimed the shooting down of a Dornier DO 17 bomber on
the Chesil Beach. The BL guns were removed for salvage in 1954.The site was sold off after the abolition of
Coast Defence in 1956 and is privately owned with the officer’s mess converted to a residence, a range of
garages, outbuildings and a riding stable. The two halves of the battery are separately owned. In 2008/9
permission was given for the left emplacement A2 to be converted to a modern house. The right
emplacement A1 still has the metal overhead walkway in position. The magazines beneath the emplacements

are intact and dry with many features extant, including one of the ammunition lifts.
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