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Cemetery Battery

Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

1 May 1893
23 June 1894
£5,060
 513349
Immediately to the east of the former

municipal cemetery at  “The Kop”.

Coast Battery
None
2
Master Gunner only
Public open space

Coastal Battery

To Hartlepool Corporation
Demolished/Buried
Open

Various

1894-1907 
2 x 6-inch MarkIV on HP Mountings

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

None

None

None

None

The Battery was built to prevent an attack on Hartlepool from the north and to protect Heugh Battery
from enfilading fire. The site was described as “all that can be desired for guns hydro- pneumatic
mountings”. By 1899 some doubts had arisen about its necessity however it was allowed to remain
“for the sake of its moral effect, not on an enemy, but on the inhabitants of Hartlepool”. Six years
later the Battery was declared superfluous and it was disarmed in 1907.
Major-General Dalton in his inspection of the north-east  coast defences in September 1906
recommended that the Battery be retained with the guns mounted in reserve for use by the local
Volunteer Artillery whom he found to be “very efficient and keen, they take great pride in being
allotted to the defence of their own part of the country”.
In a sense the Battery had the last laugh: the two mobile 4.7-inch QF guns sent to Hartlepool after the
bombardment in December 1914 were stationed a short way to the east of of the Battery site  and
Admiral van Scheer in a book on the German High Sea Fleet wrote (interalia) on the bombardment
of Hartlepool:
“The Seydlitz opened fire on the Cemetery Battery and scored several hits so that at the last
the fire was only returned by one 15cm gun and one light gun from the Battery”.
Eventually the Battery came into the hands of those worthy souls in the forefront of preservation of
historic sites in the locality, Hartlepool Corporation who demolished it in 1967.
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