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Dartmouth Point Battery

Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

12th. January 1860
6th. February 1861
2,600 (estimated) £3,459 (actual)
SX887502
South point of Dartmouth Castle

Casemated coastal battery
None
5
Guard room only
Ancient Monument

Coastal battery

1955 to Ministry of Works
Conserved, restored and armed
All year (English Heritage)

Various

The first work to protect the harbour at Dartmouth, and cover the mouth of the River Dart at its
narrowest point where it flows into Start Bay, was Dartmouth Castle, which was built between 1481
and 1495 specifically for artillery, the first such work in the British Isles. In Tudor times an
earthwork battery for six to eight guns was built on the site of the present Victorian battery to
supplement the guns at the Castle; the Tudor battery was reconstructed in stone in 1690 for 12 guns
and became known as Maiden Fort. In 1747 Maiden Fort was remodelled as a two tiered work for a
total of 12 guns and was demolished in 1860 to make way for the existing battery. The Victorian
battery, officially known as Dartmouth Point Battery, was built in just over a year, in brick and faced
with granite, for 5 guns. The main entrance to the battery is on the north side at ground level;
immediately to the right of the entrance is the lighting passage with adjacent shell and cartridge
stores and the magazine. A short passage leads to the three casemated gun positions which fire
through embrasures specially angled to cover the harbour entrance. To the left of the main entrance is
a spiral stairway leading to the officer’s and soldiers’ quarters and from there a small flight of steps
leads up to the two open positions, of which only one remains. In the closing years of the last century
there were proposals to mount Q.F. guns at the battery but these came to nothing and in 1903 the
battery was disarmed. After the evacuation of the B.E.F. from Dunkirk and the collapse of France in
1940 the battery was rearmed with a 4.7-inch Q.F. mounted in a castellated concrete gun house and
formed part of the Dartmouth Battery. At the end of the war Dartmouth Battery was disarmed and
the castellated gun house is virtually all that remains of the war-time battery.  In 1955 the Victorian
battery was transferred to the Ministry of Works and it was later leased out as a restaurant; after the
lessee died the battery was restored by English Heritage and opened to the public.

Armament

History and Description

Victorian Forts

www.victorianforts.co.uk

1880  Casemates    3 x 68pr. S.B. (95cwt.)
                               1 x  8-inch S.B. Howitzer
           Terreplein    2 x 10-inch S.B. 86cwt. 
1889   Terreplein    1 x 64pr. R.M.L.

             1 x 10-inch S.B.
           Casemates    2 x 68pr. S.B.

                     1 x 8-inch S.B. howitzer
1890 5 x 64pr. R.M.L. 

1891 to be added     2 x 4.7in Q.F.

1940-1945  1 x 4.7-inch Q.F.



West Country 3

Dartmouth Point Battery

Victorian Forts


