
Inverness Firth 1

Fort George

Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

1749/50
1769 - Remodelled 1859/60 &1871
200,789 (1769) 3,050(1860)
NH763576
On west side of Ardersier Point
facing north
Full bastioned trace fort
Dry but floodable
72 plus 12 mortars (original)
108 officers 1,800 men
Partly used as barracks. Rest used
at tourist attraction
Complex

Part to Historic Scotland
Excellent
Historic Scotland standard 

RCAHMS documents in Fort
George , Internet Website.

1770 35 various
1860 9 x 68pr. S.B.. 3 x 13-inch mortars
1871 4 x 64pr R.M.L. 3 x 13-inch mortars
1915 3 x Vickers HMG
1940 2 x 4-inch BL Mk7 RN
1943 2 x 155mm, 4 x 3,7-inch QF
8 x LMG,  6 x 3-inch mortars 

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

None

None

None

None

After the end of the Jacobite rebellion and the Battle of Culloden, this large Fort, designed by Maj Gen. W.
Skinner and with fittings by the Adam Family, was built gradually over a 19 year period on a narrow
peninsula on the south side of the Moray Firth where ships have to make a double turn to pass Fortrose Point
on the North bank. The fort, occupying forty two and a half acres at the head of the windswept promontory of
Ardesier, was designed with a dual function as a fortress and barracks. Important as the last of the nations
defensible military strongholds,  Fort George also boasts barrack buildings that pre-date the first national
barracks building programme by over forty years. The extensive barracks,stores, and workshops etc. were
intended to support and house two Regiments of infantry and all their equipment and also a company of
“lnvalids” (Garrison Gunners). However with peace in northern Scotland, by 1859 it was decided to convert
the Bastions on the North Side of the fort into a Coast Battery with three or four, 13-inch Mortars on the Main
[east] Parade Ground and/or the smaller [west] or Storehouse Parade in support. By 1871 at the latest the
original guns had been exchanged for four 64pdr RML arranged with three on Prince Henry Frederick’s
Bastion and a single gun on the Duke of Cumberland’s Demi Bastion. The date of abandonment of the
Victorian Coast Battery is not now on record, however all four guns survive today. 
In 1915 the numbers stationed in the fort reportedly swelled to 8-9,000 with a further 20,000 in an
encampment outside. Since 1881 Fort George has been the depot of the Seaforth Highlanders, who
amalgamated with the Cameron Highlanders in 1961 to become the Queens Own Highlanders. 

The Fort’s grounds on the Glacis were converted into a huge encampment in WWII and a part  was occupied
by United States troops for a while late 1942 through part of 1943 hence the two 155mm guns on the Forts
strength at that date. The two Naval guns were returned to the Navy early in 1943 and re-issued to Convoy
Escorts. The Fort, in part, passed into the control of the (then) Ministry of Works l964, but was retained by the
Army and further remodelled 1981-5. It is well worth a visit. 
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