
Milford Haven 13

South West Dockyard ‘Martello’ Tower
11th.  November 1848
30th.  May 1851
£9,230
SM 955036
S.W.Corner of Dockyard

Gun Tower

11
12
Private property and navigation aid

Defence work, barracks and store

June 2000
Looked after.
by arrangement with owner

1858 &1868 Committee Reports,  Precis of
Correspondence prior to 1893 National Archives.

Approved 10x 12pr SB Howitzers
1 x 32pr SB

1880 3 x 12pr SB Howitzers
1 x 32pr SB

1881 Disarmed

None

None

None

None

Although this is technically not a ‘Martello’ tower it was referred to as such  in all the Victorian documents. A tower was
proposed for the site by Colonel Bryce in 1817 so that it could cover the southern wall of the dockyard and protect the
flank of Pater Battery. It was not until 1848 that construction started and it was well into the eighteen fifties before the
Tower was armed. The Tower remained a defence work until 1881 when the Defence Committee decided that, as with the
modern advanced works for the defence of the Haven they are no longer required.. and not calculated to resist the effects
of modern artillery.  Even before it was dismantled it was being used as married quarters and this no doubt continued
until after World War I when it would have become unsuitable due to public health and sanitation  requirements.
Thereafter, the Tower was used as a store and navigation aid. The local Council purchased the Tower in 1974, did little or
next to nothing with it then sold it in June 2000 to a private individual ostensibly for restoration.

The Tower is situated on the foreshore at the western end of the south dockyard wall so that it can fire down the whole
southern face of the wall; it can also cover the southern flank of Pater Battery and assist with fire down the estuary. The
Tower is octagonal in shape with three sides facing down the Haven, and is four stories in height. In the basement is the
magazine, stores area and a water tank holding 4,550gallons. The entrance is at first floor level with embrasures for five
guns and accommodation for six men,immediately inside the entrance is the spiral staircase that leads to the basement,
the second floor and the roof. The second floor has embrasures for five guns and accommodation for six men whilst on
the roof there was a position for a 32pdr on a traversing carriage; at a lower level there was a loopholed parapet covering
the entrance and the foreshore to the south.

The tower was purchased in 2000 by Guy Anderson, a local Town Councillor, to use as a home. 

History and Description

Armament

Caponiers

Counterscarp       
         galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

www.victorianforts.co.uk

Victorian Forts



Milford Haven 13

South West Dockyard ‘Martello’ Tower

Victorian Forts


