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Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

15 October 1890
27 February 1892
£8,852
 558280
On South Gare Breakwater

Coast Battery
None
2
None
Private land to which the public
are allowed access
Coast Battery

to Tees Commissioners
Smashed, bashed and buried
Open, by the tacit consent
of the landowners
Various

1892-1907 
2 x 4.7-inch QF 
2 x 6pdr QF
2 x machine guns

1907-1920 
2 x 4.7-inch QF
2 machine guns

1938-1953 
2 x 6-inch MarkVII

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

None

None

None

None

Defences were not provided at the mouth of the River Tees until very late in the nineteenth century when the two
breakwaters had been built. Construction on the South Gare Breakwater started in 1863 and was not completed until
1887. It was opened in 1888 and in 1890 the War Office leased the site of the Battery from the Tees Commissioners for
63 years.

As an additional defence to the mouth of the river a minefield was to be laid and a quarter of a mile to the west of the
Battery a submarine mine depot was built which also served as a barracks for the Battery. To cover the minefield a pair of
6pdr QF guns were mounted at the Battery. These guns had alternative positions as did the machine guns so that they
could cover both sides of the breakwater. When the submarine mining establishment was closed the 6pdr guns were
withdrawn.

In 1920 the guns were dismounted and eventually sold for scrap in 1929. The Battery was reconstructed in 1938 for two
six inch Mark VII guns, one gun being mounted in a new emplacement outside the old battery site, the other gun was
mounted in the former left-hand 4.7 inch emplacement. Various other buildings were constructed including a new battery
observation post. The Battery continued in existence until the surrender of the lease.

The site of the Battery is derelict; the six inch position built in 1938 is in the best condition though the pit is filled in and
its mantlet has gone. The aprons of the other two gun positions survive, the pits filled in and plaques erected at both
positions showing local landmarks. The remainder of the Battery is either demolished or buried.

The former submarine mining depot survives remarkably intact with only a few of the internal buildings having gone,

and still surrounded by its loopholed wall complete with demi-bastions one of which sports a World War II pillbox.
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Gun positions, nearer for 4.7-inch QF, father for 6-inch Mark VII built in 1938


