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Fort Westmoreland

Commenced

Completed

Cost                  £

Map Reference

Position

Type

Ditch

Guns

Barrack Accom.

Present use

History

Disposal

Condition

Access

Sources

June 1864 (new fort)
1874
17,891

Spike Island, Cork Harbour

Coast defence battery
Dry
11

Department of Justice

Prison

Irish Authorities 1938
Much converted
None
1868 Report on the Construction, Condition and
Costs of Fortification. Redan No. 42. Owen Report
1905 :

1886 3 x 12inch R.M.L.
2 x 11-inch R.M.L.
4 x 8-inch SB 2 x 40pr (Movable)

1898 Approved Mounted
3 x 6-inch B.L. 3 x 7-inch R.M.L.
5 x 12-inch R.M.L. 3 x 12-inch R.M.L.
1 x 11-inch R.M.L. 3 x 11-inch R.M.L.
2 x 40pr R.B.L. 2 x 40pr R.B.L.
4 machine guns

1905 2 x 6inch B.L.MkVII
3 x 6inch B.L. (Converted)

1942 4 x 40mm bofors

Fort Westmoreland was constructed on the high ground on Spike Island. At the time of the Royal Commission a work
already existed on Spike Island and it was recommended that it be completed and prepared for an increased armament.
The  estimate for the expenditure to complete this for £10,000 was based upon the premise that it would be done entirely
by convict labour. This was the case up to 1867 when the work force was transferred to the navy and work was
suspended until February 1868. The work was then revised and completed under military labour.

The fort is a regular six bastioned work with a ditch surrounding it. Originally there were two entrances on the northern
side and the main armament was mounted on the southern sides on bastions 2, 3 and 4. On the northern side two sets of
emplacements linked bastions 5, 6 and 1. These were completed by the Royal Commission to incorporate the old fort into
the new one. These casemates were later converted to the cells of the prison that occupies the fort. Two barrack blocks
occupied the western side of the fort. The main magazine is in no.6 bastion. No.3 bastion held the fort’s main armament
of three 12inch RML guns.

The fort was armed with its full complement of RML guns and in 1898 when it was decided to replace the 7-inch RMLs
with three 6-inch B.L. guns on Bastions 2, 3 and 4. In 1914 the fort was still armed with two 6-inch BLs in No.3 Bastion.
In 1927 the guns were replaced with more modern armament. In 1938 when the Irish Authorities took over the armament
the fort was still had two 6-inch BL Mk VII guns. The fort was renamed Fort Mitchel. During the War the 6inch BL guns
were dispersed with one  mounted  in a casemated position in No.4  Bastion and another similarly mounted in No.2
Bastion.  In 1942 four 40mm Bofors guns were added to the fort  to be used as AA defence and also to oppose landing
parties and naval vessels.
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